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Response dated February 25, 2004 
RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT 
AMENDMENT 



Amendments to the Claims; 

Please cancel claims 1-20, amend claimB 21 and 24, and add new claims 25-30 as 
follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims; 

1-20. (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for performing a medical procedure on a pari* nt 
rarin g a robotic arm, the robotic arm having an actuator coupled to an end effe ctor bv a robotic 
arm joint the method- Comprising: 

creating an opening in the patient at an opening location: 

' teeaSag supporting a pivot port adjacent to the opening location in tho patient witha 
pivot port support ? 

coupling a surgical instrument to the pivot port so that the surgical instrument is pivotable 



relative to the pivot port su pport bv articulation of a pivot port joint: and, 

moving the surgical instrument with a robotic arm to perform the medical procedures ith 
pivoting movement of the surgical instrument about the pivot port bv articulating the mbotic_arm 
joint of the robotic arm . 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the surgical instrument is inserted 
through an aperture of an adapter of the pivot port. 

23 . (Original) The method of claim 21 , wherein the patient has an open chest 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the surgical instrument is 
inserted through an aperture of a ball joint of the pivot po rt, the ball joint comprising the pivo ; 
port joint . 



PAGE 415 1 RCVD AT 2/25/2004 7:30:29 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVIt^PTo7RC^1/rVNS:872^5 ' CSID:16503262422 1 DURATION (mm-ss):01-M 



FEB. 2,5. 2004 A- 34PM TTC-PA 650-326-2422 NO. 254 P.5 



AppL No. 09/847,736 E&HNjT 
Response dated February 25, 2004 
RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANT 
AMENDMENT 



25. (New) The method of claim 21 , further comprising pivoting the surgical 
instrument about first and second pivotal axes of the pivot port when perfor ming the medical 
procedure, wherein the pivot port support has a first joint defining the first pivotal axis and a 
second joint defining the second pivotal axis, the first and second axes intersecting along the 
surgical instrument. 

26. (New) The method of claim 21 , further comprising effecting both axially 
translation of the surgical instrument along a surgical instrument axis and rotation of the surgi sal 
instrument about the surgical instrument axis by articulating the robotic arm, wherein the piv^t 

{if port accommodates the axial translation and the rotation by sliding engagement between the 
pivot port and the surgical instrument. 

27. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein" supporting of the pivot port comprise 3 
articulating a pivot port support linkage so as to position the pivot port adjacent the opening 
location and inhibiting articulation of the positioned pivot port support linkage during the 
medical procedure. 

28. (New) The method of claim 27, further comprising positioning of the end efife >tor 
and the pivot port by an end user and mechanically locking the pivot port support linkage. 

29. (New) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the robotic arm j oint comprises a 
passive joint, and wherein the pivot port restricts movement of the surgical instrument during the 
procedure to pivotal movement about the pivot port. 

30. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein the robotic arm is adapted for min i ma lly 



invasive surgery through a minimally invasive aperture by pivotal movement about the apertt] re, 
and wherein creating the opening in the patient comprises providing open surgical access. 
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